IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend claims 1-10 and 20-22, cancel claims 11-19, and add new claims 23- 
46 as follows. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A metho d, comprising: of supporting at l e ast tw^o t\T3 e s 
of m e ssag e s e rvic e in a mobil e communications s yst e m, wh e r e in the at l e ast 

receiving a session initiation protocol message transporting one of at least two 
types of message service, a first message service being real-time and a second message 
service being bulk, two typ e s of messag e s e rvic e ar e transport e d by a SIP m e ssag e , 
wherein the session initiation protocol message comprises a control portion of e ach SIP 
m e ssag e including , and wherein the control portion comprises an identification of the 
type of message service transported bv the session initiation protocol message . 

2. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1 further comprising: 
wher e in a 

processing a session initiation protocol message transmitt e d m e ssag e i s proc e ss e d 
in dependence on the identification in the control portion of the session initiation protocol 

message . 

3. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1^ wherein the control 
portion is a header of the-St P session initiation protocol message. 
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4. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim U wherein the control 
portion is a value field of the-S tf session initiation protocol message. 

5. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1 further comprising: 
wh e r e in all messag e s ar e proc e ssed 

processing said session initiation protocol message by an application associated 
with the seeeftd -first message service type. 

6. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 5^ wherein the session 
initiation protocol message transports the second type of message service for mes s ag es of 
th e first typ e, and wherein the application associated with the second first message 
service type forwards the session initiation protocol message to an application associated 
with the second messages service of th e s e cond type. 

7. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim I wherein the at l e ast two 
typ e s of m e ssaging s e rvic e includ e a first type of m e ssaging message service is 
dependent upon r e liabl e instant delivery and a the second type of messaging service is 
dependent upon wstan^ re liable delivery. 

8. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 7 wherein the fes^ second 
type of m e ssaging message service comprises at least is-one of a: short message service; 
an extended message service; et ^and a multimedia message service. 
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9. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 7 wherein the socond first 
type of message service fs- comprises an instant messaging service. 

10. (Currently Amended) A mobil e communications system comprising: m 
which at least a first and s e cond typ e of messag e serv^ice ar e support e d, wh e r e in th e 
syst e m includ e s 

a first a pplication server and a^second application servers^ wherein the first 
a pplication server is configured to: 

associat e d with th e at l e ast th e first and se cond m e ssag e s e rvice typ e s, wh e r e in th e 
first and second typ e s of m e ssag e s e rvice ar e transport e d by an SIP receive session 
initiation protocol messages to th e first application s e rv e r , each-Stf of the session 
initiation protocol messages including comprising a control portion identifying one of at 
least a first message service type and a second message service type, the first message 
service type being real-time and the second message service type being bulk, wherein the 
first and second types of message service are transported bv the session initiation 
protocol messages th e typ e of m e ssage, w^herein the first application s e rv e r is adapt e d ^ 
and 

te-direct session initiation protocol messages of the second type -message service 
type to the second application server. 



11-19 (Cancelled) 
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20. (Currently Amended) An a pparatus comprising: 

application s e rv e r of a mobil e communications syst e m in which at l e ast a First and 
s e cond typ e of m e ssag e servic e ar e support e d and in which th e application s e rv e r is 
associat e d with the first of said m e ssage types, wh e rein th e 

a receiver configured to receive a session initiation protocol message transporting 
first and s e cond typ e s of m e ssag e s e rvic e ar e transport e d by an SIP m e ssag e to th e 
application s e r\^ e r one of at least two types of message service, a first message service 
being real-time and a second message service type being bulk , said each SIP session 
initiation protocol message including a control portion identifying the type of message 
service transported by the session initiation protocol message , wherein said apparatus is 
associated with the first message service type: and 

a transmitter wh e r e in th e application s e rv e r is adapt e d configured to direct the 
session initiation protocol messages of the second message service type to a further 
application s e rv e r apparatus . 

21. (Currently Amended) An application s e rv e r apparatus according to claim 20^ 
wherein the apparatus comprises consisting of an ^internet multimedia subsystem 
application server. 
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22. (Currently Amended) An application sorvor apparatus according to claim 20, 
wherein the further sorv^er is apparatus comprises a multimedia messaging service 
applications server. 

23. (New) An apparatus according to claim 20, wherein the control portion of the 
session initiation protocol message comprises a header field. 

24. (New) An apparatus according to claim 20, wherein the control portion of the 
session initiation protocol message comprises a value field. 

25. (New) An apparatus according to claim 20, wherein the first type of message 
service is dependent upon the instant delivery of an associated message. 

26. (New) An apparatus according to claim 20, wherein the first type of message 
service comprises an instant messaging service. 

27. (New) An apparatus according to claim 20, wherein the second type of 
messaging service is dependent upon reliable delivery of an associated message. 

28. (New) An apparatus according to claim 20, wherein the second type of 
message service comprises at least one of: a short message service, an extended message 
service, and a multimedia message service. 
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29. (New) An apparatus according to claim 21, wherein the internet multimedia 
subsystem application server is configured to store and forward session initiation protocol 
messages in dependence on the control portion identifying one of the message service 
types. 

30. (New) An apparatus according to claim 20, wherein the apparatus is 
configured to utilize the control portion to identify the type of message service 
transported by the session initiation protocol message. 

31. (New) An apparatus according to claim 30, wherein the control portion 
comprises a P-header, and the apparatus is configured to utilize the P-header to identify 
whether the session initiation protocol message is intended for an instant messaging 
service application or a multimedia messaging service application, and wherein the 
presence or absence of the P-header identifies the type of message service of the session 
initiation protocol message. 

32. (New) An apparatus according to claim 20 further comprising a transmitter 
configured to direct session initiation protocol messages of the first message service type 
to a second further apparatus, said second further apparatus being an application server 
associated with the first message service type. 
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33. (New) A method according to claim 1 further comprising utilizing the control 
portion to identify the type of message service transported by the session initiation 
protocol message. 

34. (New) A method according to claim 33, wherein the control portion 
comprises a P-header, and the method further comprises utilizing the P-header to identify 
whether the session initiation protocol message is intended for an instant messaging 
service application or a multimedia messaging service application, wherein the presence 
or absence of the P-header identifies the type of message service of the session initiation 
protocol message. 

35. (New) A method according to claim 5 wherein the session initiation protocol 
message transports the first type of message service, and wherein the application 
associated with the first message service type forwards the session initiation protocol 
message to a further application associated with the first message service type. 

36. (New) A method, comprising: 

transmitting a session initiation protocol message transporting one of at least two 
types of message service, a first message service type being real-time and a second 
message service type being bulk, wherein the session initiation protocol message 
comprises a control portion, and wherein the control portion comprises an identification 
of the type of message service transported by the session initiation protocol message. 
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37. (New) A method according to claim 36, wherein the control portion 
comprises a header of the session initiation protocol message. 

38. (New) A method according to claim 36, further comprising defining in the 
control portion the identification of the type of message service transported by the session 
initiation protocol message. 

39. (New) A method according to claim 38, wherein the control portion 
comprises a P-header, and the method further comprises setting the P-header if the 
multimedia messaging service application is used to create the message, and not setting 
the P-header if the instant messaging service application is used to create the message. 

40. (New) A method according to claim 36, wherein the control portion 
comprises a value field of the session initiation protocol message. 

41. (New) An apparatus, comprising: 

a transmitter configured to transmit a session initiation protocol message 
transporting one of at least two types of message service, a first message service type 
being real-time and a second message service type being bulk, wherein the session 
initiation protocol message comprises a control portion, and wherein the control portion 
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comprises an identification of the type of message service transported by the session 
initiation protocol message. 

42. (New) An apparatus according to claim 41, wherein the control portion 
comprises a header of the session initiation protocol message. 

43. (New) An apparatus according to claim 41 wherein the apparatus is 
configured to define in the control portion the identification of the type of message 
service transported by the session initiation protocol message. 

44. (New) An apparatus according to claim 43, wherein the control portion 
comprises a P-header, and the apparatus is further configured to set the P-header if the 
multimedia messaging service application is used to create the message, and configured 
to not set the P-header if the instant messaging service application is used to create the 
message. 

45. (New) An apparatus according to claim 41, wherein the control portion 
comprises a value field of the session initiation protocol message. 

46. (New) A computer program product comprising computer readable 
instructions for performing steps comprising: 
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receiving a session initiation protocol message transporting one of at least two 
types of message service, a first message service being real-time and a second message 
service being bulk, wherein the session initiation protocol message comprises a control 
portion, and wherein the control portion comprises an identification of the type of 
message service transported by the session initiation protocol message. 
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